It is noteworthy that the proportion of illiterates and imperfectly educated is much greater among the prisoners themselves than among their parents. These fathers and mothers had not striven to give their children even such advantages as they had themselves enjoyed. The home was bad, and therefore, not through an inevitable fate, not through a merciless heredity, but through the simple failure in duty of those who, having brought them into the world, were bound to guide them as well as they could through its devious mazes, these youths became numbered among the criminal classes.
